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Wild flowers and orchids in the back field behind Pioneer Place in Featherbed Lane 

Chairman's Report 
Since my last Chairman's report the Croydon Development Plan has been adopted with the recommendation of the 
inspector.  It has been announced that John Lewis Partnership is going to be an anchor store in the new Croydon 
Shopping Centre and development of the Centre is to start in the beginning of 2019 with completion in 2023. 
We have now received a written commitment from Councillor Tony Newman that the Back Field of Greenfields 
Pioneer Place will not be developed and we have been asked to come up with suggestions how to maintain the 
field. To this extent we may have to ask a wildlife expert  to assist us in setting up a detailed plan. 
There has been some activity on the parcel of land at Frylands Wood bought by the owner of Pear Tree Farm. At 
present there has not been any wrong doing but we are monitoring the situation closely. At present we do not have 
any update on the progress of Fairfield Halls.  
I would like to welcome Mrs Aline Antoine who joined our committee at our recent AGM. 



JB SHAKESPEARE LTD 

Independent Family Funeral Directors  

and Monumental Masons - Founded 1877 

 

ADDINGTON, SELSDON and SANDERSTEAD 

175 Selsdon Park Road 

South Croydon CR2 8JJ 

Tel: 020 8657 3616  

Own Chapel of Rest 

 

CROYDON 

1 Norfolk House, Wellesley Road, Croydon CR0 1LH 

Tel: 020 8688 1477 or 2003 

 

24-hour service – Free parking in centre of Croydon –  

Funeral Plans – Monumental Works 

 

www.jbsfunerals.com 



The Addington Residents’ Association 

Objects of the Association:    To ascertain the opinions of the residents and to lay 

     them before appropriate authorities when desirable. 

 

 Chairman:   Wiktor Molleskog chairman@addingtonresidents.com 

 Hon Secretary:  Mike Bond  secretary@addingtonresidents.com 

 Hon Treasurer:  Alan Chitty  treasurer@addingtonresidents.com 

 Magazine/Website Editor: Salli Ransom  editor@addingtonresidents.com 

 Advertising:   Geoff Jordan  advertising@addingtonresidents.com 

 Magazine Distributer: Salli Ransom/  salliran@gmail.com 

    Valerie Molleskog 01689 843404 

 Committee Members:  Aline Antoine  alineantoine@msn.com 
   Paul Bearman pgbpgb123@gmail.com 
   Terry Belsey  spiff@clara.co.uk 
   Malcolm Graveling malcolm@graveling.co.uk 
   Geoff Hopper  Geoff.hopper@ofgem.gov.uk 
   Keith James  krj88@btinternet.com 

   Gina Stoneman myladypilot@gmail.com 

 

Getting in touch with our Councillors 

Due to the restructuring of the Croydon Wards the area covered by the Residents’ 

Association has been split.  Our new councilors are as follows: 

Selsdon and Addington Village:   Helen Pollard  helen.pollard@croydon.gov.uk 

     Robert.Ward  robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk 

Selsdon Vale and Forestdale: Andy Stranack andy.stranack@croydon.gov.uk 

     Stuart Milsom  stuart.milsom@croydon.gov.uk 

Please see our website - www.addingtonresidents.com 
 

Please send any articles of local interest that you would like to see 
published to editor@addingtonresidents.com as well as any 

opinions you may have 
Correspondence for the Association should be addressed to  

ARA, 12 Huntingfield, CR0 9BA 

mailto:secretary@addingtonresidents.com
mailto:editor@addingtonresidents.com
mailto:advertising@addingtonresidents.com
mailto:Geoff.hopper@ofgem.gov.uk
mailto:myladypilot@gmail.com
http://www.addingtonresidents.com/




Minutes of 2018 Annual General Meeting 

held 29th May 2018 at 8.00pm in Addington Methodist Church Hall 

Present: 

 ARA Committee : Wictor Molleskog, Alan Chitty, Mike Bond, Keith James, Geoff Hopper, Paul  Bearman, 

 Gina Stoneman, Geoff Jordan, Terry Belsey 

 Croydon Council : Cllr Helen Pollard, Cllr Robert Ward 

 Other Residents : 17 residents attended 

1) Apologies had been received from Malcolm Graveling (committee member). 

2) Minutes of 2017 AGM were read by Wiktor Molleskog. Noted that these should be available in printed form for 

future years. The Minutes were adopted (proposed and seconded from the floor and carried unanimously). 

3) Matters Arising from Minutes of 2017 AGM: 

 a) Croydon Development Plan 

 i) The CDP has been adopted by the Council, incorporating most of the recommendations proposed by the 

 independent Planning Inspector. 

 Ii) The Intensification Zone boundary around the Forestdale shops area was redrawn in the final 

 version. 

 Iii) A potential conflict remains between the CDP target for Croydon to build 30,000 homes within the 

 next 20 years and the London Mayor’s edict for Croydon to deliver 20,000 homes within just 10 years. 

 b) Greenfields Pioneer Place 

 i) Letters were sent to Croydon Council and Kingdom Hall Trust seeking to clarify plans for the 7+ acre 

 site and to ask the Council to consider bringing it back into public ownership. 

 Ii) Plantlife, a wild plant conservation charity, are producing a maintenance plan to help preserve 

 the wild flower and other natural amenities. 

 c) The 20mph speed limit for residential areas across Croydon has now been implemented borough-wide, 

 with most roads under Council control included; TfL-managed bus routes are generally excluded. 

4) Chairman’s Report 2018 

The last year has been quite challenging with the Croydon Development Plan, Greenfields Pioneer Place and the 

Forestdale Arms. 

With respect to the Croydon Development Plan we have attended various meetings and made representations on 
behalf of our residents. We are pleased to see that the fields along Huntingfield have been given better protection 

than before and that Falconwood Meadow has been given greenbelt status. 

Greenfields Pioneer Place is an ongoing concern. We have written to the Leader of the Council Tony Newman to 
seek assurance that the site will not be developed and to see if it is a possibility to get the backfield back into public 
ownership. This field was sold by Croydon Council to the Jehovah’s Witnesses for £9000 without any public 

consultation. 

We have not got a written answer from Mr Newman, but at a Question & Answer session which we attended we got 

a verbal assurance from him that the site would not be developed ‘on his watch’. 

We have also written to Kingdom Hall on this matter but have not received an answer. 

We made an objection of the development of a drive-through Restaurant on the Forestdale Arms site and are 
pleased to say that the development was refused. We have also supported a motion by Forestdale Residents’ 

Association to have the Forestdale Arms declared an Asset of Community Value. 

We have also attended various meetings with our councillors during the year. 

We have got the Noticeboard up and running and anything of importance will be posted there and on the Addington 

Residents’ website. 

 



Some residents have expressed the opinion that The Addington which is our quarterly Magazine is a waste of time. 
These people are entitled to their opinion of course but the Magazine gives us revenue and puts us on the map. 
However the Magazine does not write itself and we owe great thanks to Salli our Editor. I would again ask that any 
resident who feels able to contribute with articles or short stories for the Magazine to please get in touch with Salli. 
Please remember Addington Residents is your Association and the Magazine is your Magazine and your input can 

help to make them both better. 

5) Treasurer’s Report 

 a) Alan Chitty reported that again it has been a successful financial year for the Association. Subscriptions 
 are showing a small increase over last year’s figure whilst advertising revenue has increased over the 
 period. Our costs have been kept down and no substantial payments have been made or are outstanding. 
 Our net assets stand at £10,136 made up as £3,407 in General Reserves, £1,729 in the Fighting Fund and 
 £5,000 in the Discretionary Fund we created last year to provide a buffer for any future eventualities which 

 might arise. 

 b) The Accounts were audited by Mr. Winston Leeks and are appended to these Minutes. Our thanks to 

 Winston. 

 c) Keith James reiterated how important subscriptions and donations remain for our financial wellbeing. 

 d) The Accounts were adopted (proposed and seconded from the floor and carried unanimously). 

6) Resignation & Re-Election of Committee members 

 a) As Louise Bond has moved out of the area, she has not put herself forward for re-election, but all other 
 members of the current Committee have agreed to continue. A new member volunteered, Mrs. Aline 
 Antoine and, together with the remaining existing members, all were proposed and seconded from the floor 
 and elected unanimously. The current committee members are Wiktor Molleskog, Alan Chitty, Mike Bond, 
 Keith James, Geoff Jordan, Geoff  Hopper, Terry Belsey, Gina Stoneman, Malcolm Graveling, Salli 

 Ransom, Paul Bearman and Antoine Aline. 

7) Any Other Business 

 a) Paul Bearman expressed the view that the Committee would like to see the Greenfields backfield site 
 made more widely accessible, with the wild flowers and wildlife protected. He will continue to pursue 

 this. 

 b) Cllr Helen Pollard advised that the new electoral boundaries now split ARA’s catchment area into two 
 different Council wards. Most residents continue to fall in Selsdon & Addington Village, the representatives 
 are Cllr Helen Pollard and Cllr Robert Ward, but a few streets now fall in Selsdon Vale & Forestdale, where 
 the representatives are Cllr Andy Stranack and Cllr Stuart Milsom (all Conservative). At least one councillor 

 will try to attend all our meetings. 

 c) Cllr Robert Ward advised that obtaining Asset of Community Value status for Forestdale Arms will 
 require on-going maintenance and community effort. He noted that several community activities are 

 scheduled regularly in the Pub. 

 d) Some discussion took place, led by residents present, as to possible Park & Ride solutions to encourage 
 more use of Trams and Buses locally, and to promote healthier living. These will be discussed by the 
 committee soon. Note that the small portion of the field on Kent Gate Way has the National Grid access 

 building to the Croydon Cable Tunnel, but the remainder of those fields are protected to some degree. 

 e) Similarly, there was some concern expressed from the floor that Croydon Council were reluctant to mend 
 potholes in a timely manner but were also reluctant to pay compensation in cases where cars had been 

 damaged. Cllr Pollard agreed to take up these issues with the appropriate Council department. 

 f) Residents also expressed concern with the parking in Falconwood Road, worrying that inconsiderate 
 parking may prevent emergency vehicles from gaining prompt access. The Committee will monitor this, and 

 an article will be published in The Magazine to remind residents. 

8) Meeting closed at 9.25pm. 



 

The back Recreation Field at Greenfields, Featherbed Lane 

In March this year the “Croydon plan” was adopted by the council following the planning 

inspectors report. One good thing for locals was the increased protection given to  local green 

amenity land which is now being called the “Featherbed green corridor”. 

The horse fields bordering Featherbed Lane and Huntingfield were given increased protection 

and Falconwood Meadow opposite the turning to Courtwood Lane, was made an area of 

special conservation interest.   However the real treasure for conservationist, environmentalist, 

and all members of the local community lies just the other side of the fence to Falconwood 

Meadow in the back recreation field which was sold by the council for a token fee of £9,000 to 

the local Jehovah’s Witnesses in 1991. 

The Back Field has become a haven for some of our more exotic and special plant species, 

including Yellow Rattle, Purple Pyramid Orchid, and the Bee Orchid.    

Just before the Orchids bloom in the 1st or 2nd week in June the whole field has one of the 

highest densities of oxeye daisies, forming the most amazing carpet of wild flowers.                  

In the meantime Local residents, councillors and politicians undertake to continue to protect 

the site from commercial development. 



One end of the field has a Badger sett and for several years a lone Roebuck has also taken 

up residence on the Greenfields Site. 

Local residents, Members of the Addington Residents Association, and conservationists were 

delighted that prior to the Council election in May, statements were obtained from both major 

Political Parties that they would not allow development of the site in the near future. 

In fact the Leader of the Council, Councillor Tony Newman, went further when he asked 

voters to trust him on the issue of development of the Greenfields  site.  He said “not on my 

watch”. Councillor Tim Pollard gave similar assurances regarding development of the site 

which lies inside the metropolitan Green Belt. The Addington Residents’ Association are now 

happy to report that Councillor Newman has backed up his statement in writing, and regarding 

the Back Field has said that if the Jehovah’s Witnesses go ahead with the sale of the site the 

Council will take the field back into public ownership if local residents can come up with a 

sustainable management plan, and enough volunteers to look after this special site. 

Local Councillors Helen Pollard and Robert Ward recently visited the site and took pictures of 

the amazing display of wild flowers. Councillor Helen Pollard is now councillor for the 

environment. 



Even though the local congregation of Jehovah’s witnesses has given a statement to the 

charities commission that they provide local green amenity space, few locals have ever had 

access to observe the flower display or just enjoy the peace and tranquillity the back field has 

to offer. Before being sold in 1991, several local schools, clubs and dog walkers had 

unrestricted access to the recreation field. 

The ARA have also written to the “Kingdom Halls Trust” (the legal Body of the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses that own the land) asking them to state clearly what their intentions are regarding 

the sale of the site. It is sad that the Jehovah’s Witnesses fail to communicate in a meaningful 

way with both local residents and the ARA, who have not received a reply to their letter. 

On her recent visit to the site Councillor Helen Pollard posed the question “In the event that the 

Jehovah’s witnesses do sell the site minus the back field with its flora and fauna as described 

herein, what would local residents like to see on the site given the sites location inside the 

green belt and its D3 planning status?” 

The ARA would like to hear from the whole local community on this. If you have an opinion 
please contact the ARA by email to chairman@addingtonresidents.com or in writing to 
Chairman ARA 12 Huntingfield, Addington, Croydon CR0 9BA 

 

 

Pyramid and bee orchids 

and oxeye daisies 
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Tel: 020 8651 6062 

 

 

 
Robert White CeMap 

Independent mortgage & protection adviser 
robertwhite110@btinternet.com 

 
CALL TODAY FOR OUR 

SPECIAL COMMISSION RATE 

Email: webbs.properties@btconnect.com 

020 8768 3600 
8 The Forestdale Centre, 

Featherbed Lane, Croydon, CR0 9AS 

 

 

Opening Hours 

12noon - 2.30pm and 

6pm - 11pm 

Seven days a week 

including bank holidays 

SUNDAY BUFFET LUNCH 

12noon - 5pm 

EAT AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE 

from our wide selection of dishes 

Adults: £9.95 Children: £5.95 (under 12) 

 

 

316 Limpsfield Road, Hamsey Green, CR2 9BX 

Tel: 020 8651 9662 / 9663  

www.thepanahar.co.uk / jalalspanahar@gmail.com 

mailto:robertwhite110@btinternet.com
mailto:webbs.properties@btconnect.com


Fully Qualified and  

Insured Reflexologist  

──── 

Registered General Nurse and Member of  

Association of Reflexologists   

──── 

Treatment Room or Home Visits 

──── 

Feet or Hands 

──── 

£40 per session / £45 for home visits 

REFLEXOLOGY 

Laura’s Reflexology  
 

 A beautiful holistic complementary therapy 

 Promotes natural healing 

 Reduces stress 

 Confidential and non-invasive 

 Local to Heathfield area 

 Call if you have any questions  

 

 

Call Laura 
 

 07985 191445 
 

wickinglaura@gmail.com 

 

  

Singing4every1 

There’s a new club which has begun to meet in St 
Mary’s Church Hall, Addington Village Road, just over 
the road from Tram lnterchange. 

We are a group of people who love singing, and we 
meet every Tuesday at 3.00pm for about an hour. 
We don’t have to pay anything – we just turn up! 

Everyone who comes enjoys singing songs old and new – songs from the shows, folk 
songs, popular songs you didn’t know you knew but you recognise them when you 
hear them. 

Many of us come along every week, some of us just come when we can. We are all 
ages: our youngest visitor was about 6 months old and our oldest regular – well, I 
wouldn’t want to enquire! Some people are very local, but others come by car, bus 
or tram from further afield. 

Singing is good for companionship, good for your health – and it’s good fun. The 
best and easiest plan is just to turn up one Tuesday at 3.00pm, Everyone is friendly 
and new people are always welcome. If you need to know more, you can ring Janet 
Davies on 020 8656 1732  



LONDON HAIR COMPANY 

151 Shirley Road, Shirley 

020 8662 1666 

 
Book online at 

www.londonhaircompany.co.uk 

30% off for colour, cut and blow-dry 

for new clients 

Skin test for new clients required 48 

hours before appointment 

 

Opening Hours: 

 Mon, Tue, Wed: 9am-6pm 

Late Night Thurs: 9am-8pm 

Fri: 8.30am-7.30pm 

Sat: 8.30am-4pm 

PC TECH CENTRE LTD 

For all your computer needs 020 8651 1151 

New PC’s custom built  * Ink cartridges, paper, cables etc 

Repairs and upgrades  * Individual components 

Virus removal / Health check  * Printers, scanners, webcams etc 

Wired and wireless networking  * Laptops new & second hand 

 

http://www.londonhaircompany.co.uk/


Home Remedies 
Email: Home.Remedies@blueyonder.co.uk 

Your Local Handyman 
For Quality Home Maintenance, Internal and External Decoration.
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry, Fence Repair, Patios, Jet Washing, 

Decking, Bathroom Installation, Gutter Work and Flat Packed Furniture Assembly 
 

For a free estimate                                          Call Ian                                      No job too small 

Tel: 0208 656 9226                                                                                 Mobile: 07868 740 307 

Next Issue - The next issue will be produced in October 2018. Articles should reach the editor by 5th 

of the month for inclusion in the issue. 

Disclaimer - The Addington Residents’ Association (ARA) take all reasonable efforts to ensure that 
the information provided both verbally and in articles and advertisements in this Magazine is accurate. If 
the need arises, readers should carefully check the information provided to ensure it is satisfactory for 
their purpose as the ARA will not accept any responsibility for such information which is provided in 

good faith.

Accounts 

Income   £ (2018)  £ 

(2017) 

Subscriptions    826    809 

advertising  2120  1145 

Ward purse       702 

Interest         5            3 

Total   2951  2659 

Expenditure 

Room Hire/AGM    160    160 

Printing     675    669 

Email/web     18      18 

Subs - LGBC      25       25 

Flowers             25 

Donations/Gifts      78     275 

Planning App      30    

Noticeboard      12    705 

Total     998  1877 

Surplus   1953    782 

mailto:Home.Remedies@blueyonder.co.uk


Recommended Tradespersons 
We are delighted to share with you our good experience with the following local tradesmen. 
Please feel free to let us know your experiences. 
 

Amalgamated Security   J Hatcher, Master Locksmith 
  Telephone 0208 405 3828, Mobile 07774 675395 
 

Cornell & Varley    Godstone Road, Purley, CR8 2DB  
Garden Machinery    Telephone 0208 660 9377 

     
Oven Sparkle  Ian Dawes, 01342 604841, 07917 154426 
 
Panoramic Windows    11 Hamsey Green, Sanderstead, Surrey CR2 9BX 
      Telephone 020 8651 2461 
 
Paul SInden     Paul Sinden, Hillside House, Glossop Road  
Tree Surgery     South Croydon, CR2 CR2 0PW (Mail Only) 

  Telephone 0208 686 9207 (24 hours) 
      This contractor is on Croydon Council’s ‘approved’ 
      list’ 
 
PCTECH     169 Selsdon Park Road, Selsdon   
Computer sales & repairs   Telephone: 020 8651 1151 
 
RGC Decorators  Roy Chaffey 
  07956 132439 or 020 8651 9047 
 
Savannah SV Solutions  Steve 
Plumber, Repairs, Refurbishment  07947 381087  
Fencing   

 
Surrey Accident Repair Centre  93 Canterbury Road, Croydon,  Surrey  CR0 3HH 
Crash repair specialists   Telephone 0208 684 2291 (Free estimates)  
 
Surrey Boiler Services   12 Norfolk  Avenue,  South Croydon CR2 8BN  
      Telephone 0208 651 9888 or 
       07973 264674 
 
Surrey Decorating    Paul Crossin   07892 814 556 
20 years experience    www.surrey-decorating.co.uk 
     
The information above is provided in good faith from recommendations received by us. We cannot however, take any 

responsibility for any of the traders listed and you should always be prepared to ask for references from the traders themselves. 

Should you come across a tradesperson you could recommend please email the editor.



54 Central Parade – New Addington – CR0 0JD Tel: 01689 846545 
Opening Hours: 

Mon – Thurs 8.30am-5.30pm Weds & Sat 8.00am-5.00pm 
Sun 9.30am-1.00pm  

Companionship  

Meal Preparation  

 

Medication Reminders  

Personal Care  

Transportation & Errands  

Specialist Dementia Care Post 

Operative Support Holiday & 

Respite Cover 

Managed Live In 24 Hour Care as 

an alternative to a Care Home 

 

 

Companionship  

Meal Preparation  

 

Medication Reminders  

Personal Care  

Transportation & Errands  

Specialist Dementia Care Post 

Operative Support Holiday & 

Respite Cover 

Managed Live In 24 Hour Care as 

an alternative to a Care Home 

 
www.rightathomeuk.com/croydon 

 

FROM HOURLY VISITS TO LIVE IN  CARE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are happy to provide care for you at home from  

as little as one hour to 24 hours a day 

To find out how we can help care for you and your family, contact us 

 

http://www.rightathomeuk.com/croydon



